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Today, Please Consider Giving a Financial Gift
Due to declining revenue—we need your charitable contribution to ensure we continue 
serving 1500 children and adults with developmental disabilities. 

The Turtle Race was a  
Great Success! 
Watch the video of the event by visiting:  
www.lifespanservices.org
click on Turbo Turtle Race graphic
in side menu, under LifeSpan Video Gallery  
click on 2009 Turtle Race Video 

Join our Email List and Help us Save  
the Environment  
Would you like to reduce our use of paper and help us spend less on postage  
and mailing services? We would love to send you our newsletter three times  
a year via email rather than through the mail. Please send a note to  
ameelee@lifespanservices.org and she will add you to the email newsletter list.  
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OUR MISSION

LifeSpan transforms the lives of children 
and adults with developmental disabilities 
by providing education, employment, and 
enrichment opportunities that promote 
inclusion, choice, family supports, and 
other best practices.

LifeSpan currently supports over 1,500 
individuals in our collection of community 
programs across North Carolina from 
Haywood to Alamance counties.

All About Us Quarterly Updates

placed: 98 people in jobs

supported:
1500 children and adults  
and their families

186 adults in community 
volunteer positions

184 children in community 
(homes, child care centers)

51 adults moving into  
community activities

22 children in therapeutic  
riding instruction

54 staff participating  
in College of  

Direct Support

Matthew at LifeSpan Derby Day 



Everyone  
Has a Dream… 

including Phillip
By Sonja Wilson, Community Enrichment Specialist

LifeSpan Enrichment, Troutman
Photos by Lisa E. Carver Completely Breathless Images

Phillip Tatum is a quiet, confident and determined young 
man who participates daily at LifeSpan Enrichment 

Troutman. Phillip was born 25 years ago, grew up in Statesville, and after 
graduating from Statesville High School, joined LifeSpan 7 years ago. Phillip 
lives at home with his parents, Phillip Sr. and Sylvia, where he enjoys family 
activities and a new kitty named Jasmine.

Though quiet, Phillip’s strong determination for personal 
achievement is clearly evident through his civic and 
personal perseverance. Every Monday for the last two years Phillip has 
gone to the Statesville Elder Center to “call Bingo” for some very serious-minded 
Bingo seniors. And, once a month he volunteers at the local animal shelter and 
then at the food pantry. Volunteerism is important to him.  

Phillip was determined to go to work and get a paycheck. Our role at LifeSpan 
is to guide and encourage the people we support to find meaningful work in 
their communities. Phillip began his job search in Troutman, NC where he 
met Tommy Moore, owner of the Best Little Pizza. Phillip told Tommy he was 
looking for employment. He was excited when he was asked to return a few 
days later to talk about the job. Phillip came prepared for a second interview 
and was surprised Tommy said, “After talking with my family, everyone at 
Best Little Pizza is happy to welcome you to the pizza making business.” Phillip 
returned to LifeSpan Enrichment Troutman and told everyone, “I got a job, I 
got a job, and I get to make pizzas”. On August 4, 2009, Phillip will 
celebrate his first anniversary with Best Little Pizza.

Phillip’s duties include sweeping the sidewalk (which he will tell you is not his 
favorite), cleaning the windows, folding pizza boxes (for which he needed very 
little training), filling the ice bin and then making pizzas which is his favorite 
part of the job. 

When Phillip received his first paycheck, he made copies for staff, friends and 
family. He was full of smiles. Phillip has taken on a new sense of 
pride and responsibility with his job and is more than happy to let 
everyone know he has a job and where he works.

Tommy told Phillip that the movie Radio was the inspiration to hire him, adding 
that he could not have hired a better employee. The job is a perfect fit for Phillip 
and Best Little Pizza in Troutman. Phillip’s dream of gaining employment came true.
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A Word  
with Mary Anna

Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass.  
It’s about learning to dance in the rain.  

— Mary Anna Bingham, COO

Budget cuts, reductions in services, and decreasing rates are realities for 
organizations supporting people with disabilities today. North Carolina’s 
current proposed budget reductions will significantly impact community-based 
services for people with developmental disabilities and their families. Some 
days it seems like bad news just keeps coming and coming. On those days, I am 
thankful for LifeSpan. 

At LifeSpan, we don’t let difficult times get us down. We get creative. We 
put our heads together, come up with a plan, and find a 
way. We turn challenges into opportunities. We transform 
lives. For this, I am thankful.

The dedicated staff at LifeSpan continue to place people in jobs at a time 
when unemployment rates are high…drive to rural parts of the state to 
provide services to children in their homes when gas prices are high and 
reimbursements are low…contribute to the employee campaign to help buy 
much needed supplies…volunteer to take on more responsibilities and help 
other programs and departments in order to save money…serve on committees, 
attend and support fund raising events…and continue to celebrate successes in 
spite of all the bad news. 

LifeSpan has remained strong for 35 years thanks to these dedicated employees 
who are committed to meeting the needs of the people we support. We will 
continue to be strong as we find new ways to fund, support, and grow our 
programs and services. But we can’t do it alone. Part of our strength is 
rooted in the thousands of volunteers who have donated 
their time, talents, and resources to us over the years.  
We need you now more than ever. Please join us as we move through this storm 
and continue to provide these much needed services in our North Carolina 
communities. 
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Hundreds of people gathered on March 13th at First 
Presbyterian Church in Greensboro for the Annual 
Philanthropy Luncheon to raise funds and friends for the 
programs of LifeSpan. Through sponsorship and gifts, over 
$33,000 was raised. Sponsors included:
Gold Level: United Healthcare
Diamond Level: Dynamic Quest, Ruth Edwards, Knights of Columbus #939, 
Signature Properties, Mary Wells, and Martha and Yogi Yarborough
Silver Level: Advisors Financial, David Anderson, Booth, Harrington, and 
Johns, Boneset, Carrier Family, Jamestown Rotary, Donna Laurence, R.S.V.P. 
Communications, Steve Knier family, Buzz Vanderwerff family and Jackie Wieland  
In-kind Sponsors included: First Presbyterian Church, Fleming’s Prime 
Steakhouse, Murphy’s Kids and Phase 3 Communications

On April 23, 103 guests attended the Philanthropy Luncheon in Concord. Over 
$13,000 was raised to support the programs of LifeSpan. Guests listened and 
smiled as they heard from Jeremy who discussed his life as a full time student 
at Rowan Cabarrus Community College. Justin shared his story of achieving 
gainful employment at the Great Wolf Lodge in Concord. Alice Cauble talked 
about her daughter, Kathy, and her transition from employment into the art 
program. Sponsors included Wachovia and Mrs. Frances C. Cannon.

Dynamic Quest Holds 5K Run and 
1 Mile Walk to Benefit LifeSpan 
Circle School Burlington
 
Despite the current economic situation, 25 corporate sponsors and 170 
participants helped Dynamic Quest raise $7,500 during the 2nd Annual Quest 
for Hope Event. Dynamic Quest, founded and based in Greensboro, is one 

company providing multiple solutions in the areas of data 
center services, IT services, custom software development, 
along with graphic design and marketing  
(www.dynamicquest.com). LifeSpan is thrilled to have 
Dynamic Quest as a partner. 

Philanthropy Luncheon in 
Greensboro and Concord

Art Supplies (easels, paints, brushes)

Bottled Water

Carpets

CD Players and CD’s

Child Size Tables and Chairs

Children’s Books (like new)

Children’s Dress Up Clothes

Computers/Printers

Craft Items

Gardening Tools

Living Room Furniture

Office Furniture

Outdoor Benches

Snacks (packaged)

Tractor (call 704-393-0333 for details)

Summer 
2009

Wish List
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Volunteer 
Needs

Art Therapist (all locations)

Eagle Scout Projects  

(Troutman and Dobson)

Horticulturist (High Point)

Lawn Mowing and Gardening  

(many locations)

Music Therapist (all locations)

Pet Therapist (all locations)

Professional Photographer 

note: LifeSpan works with each 
individual or group to create the 
right volunteer experience to 
match your needs.

LifeSpan Derby 
Day volunteers


